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declared intentions of the Jews to
Palestine, he will now take steps to
June.]

a9/ 
- 1 8 J 

M IN v f

2'? 4 

s3
Parliamentary Question

State for the Colonies, whether, in.view of tie
use force in imposing illegal immigration into
close down the Jewish Agency. [

Lw 6t sD 4Y ,& 7(
(wepniEsD69 h--

.O. ARE NOT

1

-..
s:

1
'

v 
_

; cr."

ASKED TO ADVISE

YCIA-

E
I'

4,

A

J

1

1

?i
- , - -- , , - 1411'

I I it, c,,w C"k



Jewish Agency

37. Mr. Stokes asked the Secretary of
State for the Colonies whether, in view of
the declared intentions of the Jews-to use
force in imposing illegal immigration into
Palestine, he will now take steps to close
down the Jewish Agency.

Mr. Creech Jones: My hon. Friend is
no doubt referring to a resolution passed
by the Elected Assembly of the Jewish
Community in Palestine on 22nd May,
declaring that the Jewish Community is
prepared to use force for the protection
of immigration, land settlement, and its
own security. I regret the terms of this
resolution, particularly in present circum-
stances. I do not consider that the occa-
sion calls for such action as my hon.

Friend suggests against the Jewish
Agency.

Mr. Stokes: Does not my right hon.
Friend recollect that many of the respon-
sible members of the Jewish Agency were
directly involved in the St. David's
incident, as illustrated in the White

Paper; and how does he tie that up with
the present threat to the Arabs which he
gave in this House last week not to give
any incitement to violence or strong
measures would be taken? Why not take
equally strong measures against the Jews?

Mr. Screech Jones: I think it must be
obvious to everyone that law and order
must be preserved in Palestine -and terror-
ism must be repressed, but in view of the
special commitments of the Jewish Agency
under the Mandate there is no action at
present which can in any way be taken for
suppressing the Agency.

Mr. Stokes: I know, but does my right
hon. Friend realise that the Arabs do
not recognise the Mandate for a moment?

Mr. Blackburn: While I accept the
Minister's answer, will he indicate that if
any individuals in this country advocate
violence in Palestine, as has been recently
done in America, they will be prosecuted
with the full rigour of the law?

Mr. Creech Jones: That is not a matter
for me but for the Home Office.
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PRESIDENT :
e Mrs. Duncan Harris

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE :

Chairman : Mrs. Mignon Castle

Vice-Chairmen :

Mrs. Ballinger Miss Agatha Harrison Mrs. McGregor Wood

Miss Mosa Anderson Mrs. C. M. Kemp
Mrs. Bedford Mrs. Malcomson
Mrs. Brayshaw Mrs. McGregor Ross
Miss Hilda Burton Mrs. Mary Nuttall
Miss Maud Dickinson Mrs. Mary Phillips
Miss Edith Hayler Mrs. de Swiet
Mrs. Ineson Miss Myrtle Wright

HON. TREASURER : Mrs. Stapledon

HON. ORGANISERS : Mrs. Grindley and Miss Alice Hyde

HON. PRESS SECRETARY : Miss Amy Haughton

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
British Section of the Women's international League for Peace and Freedom

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT:
Miss Emily Greene Balch

1.9 SE? ). :) fiL
VICE-PRESIDENTS :

Miss Vera Brittain
Mrs. de Bunsen
The Hon. Mrs. Franklin

I
Mrs. K. E. Innes
Lady Pethick Lawrence
Miss Edith Pye

Lady Unwin
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Organising Secretary : Miss E. HAYWARD

104 SOUTHAMPTON ROW,

LONDON, W.C.1

2 4SEP 0,7

18th September

The Rt.
Foreign
Downing

Hon. Er
Office,
Street,

Sir,

We enclose for your information

a letter we have to-day addressed to the Prime Minister.

Yours faithfully,

Se cretary.

1/ l .,

nest Bevin,

S.1W .1.

1947.
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.Telephone : CH Ancery 7233

M.P. ,
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WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
British Section of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT :

Miss Emily Greene Balch
PRESIDENT :

Mrs. Duncan Harris

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE :

Chairman : Mrs. Mignon Castle

Vice-Chairmen :

Mrs. Ballinger Miss Agatha Harrison Mrs. McGregor Wood

Miss Mosa Anderson Mrs. C. M. Kemp
Mrs. Bedford Ms acmo
Mrs. Brayshaw Mrs. McGregor Ross
Miss Hilda Burton Mrs. Mary Nuttall

Miss Maud Dickinson Mrs.Mary Phillips
Miss Edith Hayler Mrs. de Swiet
Mrs. Ineson Miss Myrtle Wright

HON. TREASURER : Mrs. Stapledon

HON. ORGANISERS : Mrs. Grindley and Miss Alice Hyde

HON. PRESS SECRETARY : Miss Amy Haughton

Copy for information.

Miss Vera Brittain
Mrs. de Bunsen
The Hon. Mrs. Fr:

VICE-PRESIDENTS :
Mrs. K. E. Innes
Lady Pethick Lawrence

anklin Miss Edith Pye.

Organising Secretary : Miss E. HAYWARD

104 SOUTHAMPTON ROW,

LONDON, W.C.1

Telephone: CHAncery 7233

18th September 1947.

The Right Hon. C.
House of Commons
London, S. U. l.

R. Attlee, iM.P.,

Sir,

The Women's International League for Peace and

Freedom (British Section) vi ews with deep concern and

strong disapproval the action of His 
Haj e styts Government

in choosing Germany, the land of' greatest tragedy for the

Jews, as the destination of the three emigrant ships

carrying refugee Jes from France.

We feel that
suffering for them,
our own nation.

this
and

will be theta
of bitterness

cause
and

of unnecessary
hatred against

We urge His Majesty's Government to give 
the

strongest possible support to the recommendation -included

in the report of the United Nations Palestine Inquiry

Committee, to be presented to the General Assembly of the

United Nations, that the alleviation of the plight o 1

250,000 Jewish refugees now gathered in European assembly

centres is of extreme urgency and shall be undertaken by

immediate international action.

I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

(signed) E.F.Ineson,

Hon. Secretary.

,.

Lady Unwin



(I

',f 111

C
Si4.,

Last Paper.

vrr
References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

E
PALESTINE

3
uUIN

(lIar '.

.r

( Alinutes.)

(6
w/

'1

I- *

iY((~ (A

(C(i //

Wt. 24772/717 17895 10/38 F.O.P.

,0

Registry
Number

FROM

E 53i0'

No.
j ! 't.

Dated

Received
ij Registry

2)

Li2 t

Next Paper.

2

,

/

r

I

r ?'

<4-a f"

aid. 21



Mr. Stokes,-To ask the Secretary of State
the complete letter from Lord Balfour
Declaration. [Wednesday 18th June.]
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J-

PALESTINE
Balfour Declaration

(Letter)
10. Mr. Stokes asked the Secretary o

State for Foreign Affairs whether he wil
publish the complete letter from Lord
Balfour to Mr. Rothschild embodying the
Balfour Declaration.

Mr. McNeil: The letter to which my hon.
Friend refers received wide publicity
shortly after i'. was issued and is given in
full in a number of standard works of
reference on the Palestine question.

Mr. Stokes: Can my right hon. Friend
give the date of the letter? Is he aware
that his reply will cause a great deal of
satisfaction among those people who be.
lieve that the whole of this thing was bogus
and formed part of a much more compre-hensive letter from Mr. Balf our?

Earl Winterton: If the right hon.
Gentleman is thinking of republishing theletter, will he also publish the corre-
spondence, some of it confidential,
between various high officials and the late

King Hussein in order that the public
may have an opportunity of understanding
the unwisdom of the Government of the
time in giving two contradictory state-
ments?

Mr. McNeil: It is not the usual custom
of this House to print docu'meits which
are easily available, and inteieted people,
I am certain, can find the letter in a num-
ber of publications. The one in which
I saw it was the " Encyclopaedia
Britannica."

Mr. Janner: Will my right hon. Friend
confirm that when this letter was published
it stated clearly that it was a declaration

of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspira-
tions, submitted to and approved by the
Cabinet, and will he be good enough to
tell us, so that there may be no doubt in
future, what were these documents and
submissions?

Mr. McNeil: While I cannot be drawn
into a controversy by way of saying

Yes " or " No," the fiter went on to
discuss certain other interests which must
be safeguarded.

MI#1tA+1 ..
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DRAFT REPLY

to

P.Q. No. 57.

June 18th.

Mr. Stokes.

The letter to which my honourable

Friend refers received %4t1 wide
Sko l 'Al is '&k w 44 ot** A

publicity and

is given in full in a number of standard

works of reference on the Palestine

question. The text i to b found on

pages 16 and 17 of the Report of the Royal

Commission on Palestine of July 1937, and

it-Aie.b..uumd in the Encyclopaedia

Britannica under "Zionism".
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C~f

18th June, 1947.

~$eO~~ '4 0QV-nor

In April 1947 the Bureau of Censorship of the

Office of the High Commissioner in Palestine prohibited

the demonstration in Palestine of a Soviet documentary

film "The Peoples' Trial" (Nuremberg trials). This

film was sold by Soviet organisations to a Palestine

privincial firm "Jairfilm" for presentation in Palestine

and Trans Jordan.

I am instructed to ask you to enquire into the

reasons which caused the forbiddance of the show of

this film in Palestine.

I will be grateful for your reply on this matter.

ic /O/

Sir Orme Garton Sargent, K.C.M.G., C.B., K.C.B.,

Foreign Office, S.W.I.
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1947.24th June,

E 5400/46/31

I enclose
received from the
subject of a film
in Palestine.

a COPY
Soviet
alleged

of a letter we
Ambas8ador 

on*to have been

I should be grateful if you wouldobtain the information necessary for anawingthis letter from the Palestine Governmentasking them for an early reply,

(Signed) C.W. Baxter

T- Smith,OAgO
COLONIAL OFFICE
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75978/47.
27th June, 1947.

'e Soeiet AmbassadQz* ii Loonhas recently asked Si' Owm aibe Sargentof the ore ign Office what were the re sdwhich led the Palestin. Government
the showing in Palestine of a Sofiat
fil2 "the Peoples' ial". The SoietAa sstates that this fil3 was sold by 8viet iganisa-
tions to a Palestine provincial fim "Jairfiba"for presentation in Palestine an Transjoraa.

We should be grateful if you could letus haveby telsgram, i 'o rat ion enabling us toreply to the Soviet A aasadmoe.

Colonial Orrice,
Downing Street,

*. *1

r4'"; -- rim Ne8"eesON

t - st. 4C47
Reawe'eo,______

G.G. GRIMWOQD, 38Q.

._ i ' -
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gr assm mb1y (Docume nt ' A/3099 resFoltion 2); the
Committee reslves that the Chairman communiOate to the

ayenea othe United Nations a copy ofthis
resoltionsandw ofthe better" received from the relatives

of -the pondemne pegSons for fransmission to the Mandatory
Power"

approved the following reply
three men sentenced;

"onbeha !' of th 3espia. Committee on Pa1e8tipe
I wish to a&cnldge receipt of your letter of 17th JUne
1947 addrssed to me aa' airman, concerning the the

y-owing men who hadtbeen ooavicted ad sentenced to death
by tte .ii 2a of Jerusalem on 16th jute

grua e telatng to' the cirumtances of the case
end the prsonl comitions of the oorieanedyou request

the Cmt 5.ttee to use its good offices with the Goverment
and M a a orities to prevent the execution of the

youths by pr ing a - omtation of th e death sentence

WJYour ltter ha been called to the attention of te
Committee which ha consiered it wih full ppreciation
Qf your angulr.

~I mu th ised by th AI Cmi t to

fuotion to i neere with the 3i dici- 1
Palesie; ybuhaving regard in the
task of the Commkttee, the matter is

attenin ofthepopei!,irs .author ite e"l

(Tr~6 es sn Jt:-

ForeignC:ffice . -

to tall you that it
8 intrtion tand
al' a~istaton in

being brought ,o the
Ends

Bleeleyj
xr Charteris

I

zf-

The nittee

to th relatives oaf the

-~ Majo
War Office (M0.4)
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Cypher (o. T.Po) )

PROM'PEEN Gneral Si Ao utmighamf )

D. 23rd Jung, 1947
Re 23rd ." " 10930 pr

INDEXEDW
IEDIAT-

Noel U92 Top Secret and Personal,

Addresd S. of o

Repeated Washington NoJ 45 for ,sir Alexander adogan

UN800P .( a ye...:Jon19:t) eesd-t he press a
Resolution onrh. qetonohemn oamdVteaho
Monday last by M.ilitary Court and the text of'altts-r

addresed to the parents in reply to the petition mad to. the
Committee to into en in this question. The OC hairmat carm
to see me on Frdday evening on this matte r, I -explained
to him ,he ons titutional position and told him thatt
cases were still in t the sands of 'the 0.:, 'ho had not yet

con'!p ;firmeofd the senteVo cS.t I toc4ld- h . ri.at K ' a ay e R

it would be most improer ti d
were stll sub judic of MiiItary. Authc ities but; inthe

event of themo oming to m y oe I would of cours tak what
he said.j nto consdrain I poina ted out .to 1m that I
could no)t accept that the Norwegiaan Reasol .ution was inatended
to. apply to those who broke the .aw, h aid' that h d had not
any deSire to contend this. 'The Chairman aid that what they
feared was that, if sentenQes were carried out, conditions.
would be coated which~ would handicap them in their task.
I. pointed ouet to, him that this would not naturally ofllow,
even if -sann ces were carried out, and thx'at the Jews were
in the .mass against terrorists, but in theirature always
intervened to protect a Jew no atter what hr had done, even
If the sentences were carried out I would not expect serious
raporcussions. I further pointed out to him that dissentient
groups themselves had Flouted the Norwg Rwa solution ad that,
since ,its being adopted, there had Dbseen 34 . icdents resltin

n/

AMMD p



in thousands of pounds worth o damage hri lives les

and fourteen wounded There is, howve no doubt that

anti British element in the Committee has been usingthe

coincidenceo f these sentences with the Committe? S-

arrival to stir up trouble against' the Man datory
unfortunate that, due* to legal difficulties, the milt

Courts were unable to pronounce sentence bore the m t

arrived. When it was apparent that they could not do soP

I asked the G.O.C to see that. the sentences ware not

announced on any day of the Committee's arrival, but it did

not seem proper to delay their publication later than M nday

which w-as aft r the arrival of all of Committee. The fact

that they were holding meeting that day was qite fortuitous

and not- previously arranged. I must protest with aUl

the vigour at my command against attempted inter in

case which is still sub dice under the laws of ths country

I further protest against an action which cariot b giv

dissentient groups a status towards which they have been

striving, but which has never been previously accorded to

thum. These 'groups are looked on as outcasts by dhair own

people and that they should be given any redignit±i by an

international body must'not b only abhorren t to th _greater

numberX of aws in this country, but will also to to drive

still more misguided yous, into their ranks. As the

Resolutionce s been sent to the Secretary General, I assume

that further action in this matter will be taken in London

The G 0.0b is still considering the cases whicn I have'not as

yet seen

M8

Secretary o State
Sir T 0Llcyd

Mr. .I.. Thomas
Mr, Martin
Mr Gutch
Mr. Traford Smith

Mrs. Highdisn

"r. Bonnett
Mr. Eastwood
Mr, Bigg

S War. Or: ie:yca (M. Major Chiarters
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AMENDED COPY (Amendment derlined)
Irg.I M . )

Sir A.

Do 24th June,
R. 25th

1949 .
" OO 45 hrZ.

mm,

JvD~,eE
secret.

The Chief Secretary' s better of yesterday to
UNSCOP stating that the death. sentence- on three Jewish
terrorists we~r Still5 sub Judice was misrepeesened in the
Jewish preslhere and, I believe, i mce Amican. paperas a "rebu1ke" to the Qomnittoo. Frmrir faocavrsaon.
between o oiaposition of Hoo 6" that -e"onal

/ T lr~nrr, anc.d~

embers had not .known the rue posi1 ion and would not have
toted for the resolution had they known itq I should

peapa say, In ase press distortions rear you'thatpersonal relations between the Com u te an the
Government remain quite normal.

CoXrOtion receied 26.47.

MS. 25
Secretary of State
Sir T. Lloyd.
Mr. in Thoms
Mr. Martin
Mr. Guteh
Mr TrafTford Smith
Foreign Offiod

ft Vt

Wa Office (M.o.'4.)

Mr. Hen t
Mr. Eatwood
Mr. Big
Miss Boyd
r. Dale

- Mr. 0.W Bater.
Mr. H. Beeley,
- A Co J.G. A-kinson.

FRO P % A ESTINE (General

.ig_._0098L__00_0&.MS.

V

Unninghm)

I
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INWARD TELEGRAM

Lypher

4.~t #I.
1ao.% A

(O.T.P )

FROM PALESTINE (General

D. 24th
R. 25th

JuQne,
9*

1947.
00.45 hrs.

Secret.

The Chief Secretarys letter of Yesterday to
UNSCOP stating that the death sent eea on three Jewish
terrorist were still sub Judice was misrepresented in the
Jewish press here and, 2Ibelieve, in some American papers,
as a "rebuke" to the Cointtee. From a conversation
between H..G. and the G.O.0C. last night , it would appear
that several Members had not known ,the true position and
would not have voted i'r the resolution .had they known
it. I should perhaps say, in case pares distortions reach
you, that personal relations between the Committee and
the Government remain quite normal.

Secretary of State
Sir T. LXoyd
Mr. I. Thomas
Mr, Martin
Mr. Gutch
Mr. Trafford Smith
Mr. Mathieson
Mr. Highai
Mr 0 . Bennett .
Mr. Eastwood
Mr. Bigg
Miss Boyd
Mr. Dale
Foreign Office

War Office (M.O.4.)

- Mr. 0. W. Baxter.
- Mr. H. Beeley.

Major charteris.

V. 1 <

TO S.OF8. 0LmIS

Cunningham)

a

Noa - TP
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FROM MESTINE (General

TO S. G u0OOJB

D. 25th June, 1947
R, 25th "1 "i

JNDEX

3ir A4 unningr n)

19.15 hr.

Secret.

r following for Martin from MacG li1ra.

You may like to know that the Chief Secrtary's
letter of 23rd June to the Committee regarding the death

sen toces (see High Commissioner' Satelegram Nos.1195) does
not appear to have affected the cordial relations existing
between Govenment Offioers and members of the Commnittee.
The Chairman, when dining with the G.O.C. cn Monday night
stated that the Comnmitte had not approifated that the
case was still sub judios.

2. Chain and IHoo spent last niht
and there are indications that they made
morning with Irgn Zva± Leumi.

in Tel AViV
contact -this

~ nummanen ~ -. .. a6.ssrw.-hn.-, . McZ sctaYn neumt : P~: e-

MS.25
Secretary of state
Sir T Lloyd
Mr. I. Thomas
Mr. Martin
Mr. Guteh
Mr. Trafford mith

oreign Office
" "to

Mr. Mathiesion

Mr. EastWood

Mr. Dale
. iss Boyd

H Mr Baxter,
-om Mr.0 , Beeley.
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4/150/47

L1' (o.TP)

20 PAL(G~e. sir A.

)'X~ 8.O1E8

Omra~nza) ~

p~IDJ! 3.

sent 1.''t'ol 9 q20o.15 h~

*13i8Top 8Secret.

Yoir t@@gin30.112

_:3 [ i f

,'~ '--. (_
1%

. 'fie n.zw W tttud.YO you by. aopteGin
up diseusloa..oftti ats.*t t hi .Tetx
the resolutions hs wbeen for 1y eeived tr1~

e Un ted ?aticlt 7p'ixOffie-. (New.,Yor
LgU, 'No,,'*185 te4 to yurefers). isI&ote
teiue t have menhle been considering ugat attitude67ar"to Act~tpa h1ave p1'ovi a is :1 y decd.ded o 'repl
the lines of the dre* contained in soar c iatly lowing
L.er. This dout has beoun prepared on them .:: ption

et when it is cent the sentences Will sti ll ' haveben
Vtonied by the Genet~ Office~r C asredng, I' k.oev

tinnation has by t h at time been given., the d e~tt ca i
s.tablytmnded, Please dea withtis .

ply,

2f Tesituation may Sere 5*in :wai strin .#h9,n oonfi armed by the General Officer cou 4in r 7d yew are
Lied upon to decide on the oxtstep before Hice )t3pe8 r'
oramete reply to the Se cretary General' aoo mboeu on

I been delivered, in those ciroumtances I skua1d notr
~ito InterMere in. a y w with your disc~io~>

aiding Whether, or not 'lo intervene.
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30 It, may help you to know that rule .81 of
the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council
precludes the ate.sab ility before the Council of
petitions directed-Winat ju demins of, competent
courts of the adminia tez'lng aut i ty Oing to
the exceptional positiopof'PaletiRne andthe special
condition -of the ap ultmmt of 'he Oomttee it is
not proposedi.to cito: ths ro~le; in alogy' in replying
to the Secretary Gon al.it does however provide'
an argument .Which might be Used it necessary at a
later stage should controversy cont i0u

40 I should welcome $ 1rearly conetaon the
draft in r m diately following telegrin. Please
reply by Monday at latest as it :LJ.4ode ird to:ref'er
to reply to 8ecrstawy Gmsral in answering a Parliamentary
Question on this subject on 2nd Jr~ya

5. This talegru:"' d )ii :mdateRy 4 .aoeeding
telegram am Sbeing repeated .to Sir .Oeog = Nei w
York
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Sir A.

Bent 27th Jubp,1947. 0. e 3
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His a1,jty'IPs- OJv~ae ntave rceiFwve take

noteo o the resolution passed by the United ations",
aipo 3elCowutte*Oon Palestine on the 293d Jwne in ._-

to the three thsent. cs pronol u o d by the Military
Court In JWS8It O 18ith ;UR3.g.

20'- As the OCmutteo have already been informeqd by theN
Palestine Ai~holties, the death sentes nsin qestioni'
have not yet beem outiz d. by the Go. al oficer ry "

CG. ~ fling under Regulations 47 and 48 of ' Palestine
Defo. (mrasnoT) Regulations 1945, ad are, thereore 0
still seeb udi oc. V. the sanenr esare confirmed by the a.t

Genera "0 ter Ooum and.ng, it will then 'be. open to the
High QofhILSiOn**1 for Palestine to exercise, if he thinks
fits the Royal Przu te of Pardon delegated to him b'
Hi~s Majesty. it Is the inva riab .o pratice 0of His

"Rajess' Goermnt otto interfere with the High
CoeMaje onty' £ tio whether or not to ezerise thisB

P''roative.

As re~m the resolution on th Palestine
question adopted by the Genezril Asse ly of the united .

Nations on 15t,:.ay, to which the C rttes refesHis
majety's Govem nt interprt this resolution as applying- 9.~

to action calculated- to disturb the peace in Paletine,
they cnot admit lbs relevance to the nor 'l proc~sses

of1 the administration o justice then /,, I *
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TO &8. OF 8.,

Sir Ad Cunningham)

COLONIES.

.0 29th .June, 1947-
R. 29th ~

No.1246 Secret.

18.10 Lr.

r

My telegram No.1219.

Fol1owifl for

night 0
there ±
contact
report
by the

Although
24th June

the movement
in Tel Aviv

from MacGilliVraY.

of Sandstrom

the as8euptiOfn

was made with terrorist organisatiOn8.
that there was such contact evoked flat

Comrittee's Information Offi cer.

Distributed

Ms.25
Secretary of State
Sir T. L loyd

Mr. I. ThomaB

Mr. Trafford 3r

Ioregg Offie.

Mr.
Mr.
Mrs

Mr.

Begins:

Hoo cn the
furtive,

that
Preis s

denial .

Mathi son;
Bigh am
Benn@etEastwood3

Miss Boya
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Mr. I. Be ele.
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in Clair 'ORLD D ITRIn oN

FR OM NV
YORK TO FQM~iGN OFFICE

(From. Permanent
to

United Kingdom Reresentstive
the United Nations

No. .685.

23rd June, 1947.

D: 6.56

R: 1.45

p~m. 23rd June, 1947.

a.m. 24th June, 1947.

Repeated to: Pi ashington,
Jerusalem.

I rEDIATE

3ecretoary General has asked me to communica to
following telegram y dated June 22nd received to-day
ecretaritt of Special Committee on Palestine.

to you
from

.egi ns ]

Committee after considering letter
Chairman quoted below decided to- day by
one against one abstention on following

addressed to
vote nine for
resolution:

"In view of fact that majority of members of
Committee have expressed concern as to possible un-
favourable repercussions that execution of three death
sentences pronounced by military court of Jerusalem
June 16th day on which comittee held its first meeting
in Jerusalem might have upon fulfilment of the task with
which General Assembly has entrusted the committee arl
considering the opinion of such members as to the scope
of the resolution of the Palestine question adopted on
May 15th 1947 by the General Assembly (Document A.309 11).
The Committee resolves that the Chairman communicate to
the Secretary-Gener1 a copy of this resolution and of the
letter received fromr± the relatives of the condemned persons
for tra nsmission to the manda tory power".

Text le tter reads:

tt, e undersigned are parents and rela tives of three
young :nn who were yesterday convicted and sentenced to
death by military court of Jerusalem in connexion with
offences under defence emergency regulations.

Our sons wvere found guilty
on Central Prison of Acre which

of participation in attack
took place on 4th May 1947
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as result of which certain Jewish and Arab prisoners
have made good their escape. Unfortunately our three
sons ref used legal aid in connexion with their trial
and although we have appointed an advocate to represent
them they dispensed with his services stating that they
did not recognise the authority of the military court
and of the defence regulattions under which they were
tried. It was perfectly clear from the evidence that
the attackers did not inflict any casualties on the
security forces or on anybody else and not a single
soldier or policeman was killed or hurt. ioreover it is
not clear from the prosecution evidence what share in
attack did our sons take if at all. They were arrested
outside the city of Acre after attack on prison. Three
of them are very young persons, Abshalom Habib, who is
only 20 years of age is a university student, Moir Nakar,
aged 21, is a workaan who served three years with British
army having been demobilised August 191F6, Jacob Weiss,
who is 23, was an employee in a factory and has only
recently arrived Palestine having lost his parents and
other members of his family who were exterminated by Nazis.
He has a sister who lives in Czechoslovakia. We sincerely
think that it would be unjust L? grp.omtd: ? to] execute
death sentence in this case and we strongly feel that
death sentence should be commuted to one of imprisonment.
We realise of course that our sons were found guilty of
serious offences but they must have been influenced in
whatever they have done by political propaganda probably
isguided as a result of tragic position of their people.

They are very young men and obviously they acted as
idealists believing they were helping their people in that
way. Having committed a crime against laws of this
country we understand that they must be punished but not
put to death. We therefore humbly beseech you that you Sir
and the Committee may see fit to use your good offices
with the Government and military authorities in this country
to prevent the execution of our youthful sons by
procuring a commutation of the death sentence passed upon
them. We feel that you will apprecia to the fact that the
whole phenomenon of young men of good educa tion and of
respectable and law abiding families taking part in such
exploits is the result of a greater tragedy in which our
people sre situated. It is that tragedy and the impli-
ca tions thereof that drive some of these young men to
indulge in this unfortunate activity. The knowledge that
you have now been charged with the historic mission to
contribute to the solution of that tragedy justifies us
in applying to you with our humble request.

Signed by: Massouda and Kadouri Nakara, liezer Habib,
Rivka Habib, Henriette Reisner."
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Please note request Committee that the resolution let
transmitted to mandatory powe. . [Jnds]

Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my te
No. 53.
[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for
repetition to Jerusalem.]
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FURTHER ACTION.

the resolution has snow -been fonU

received through the United- nationss

channel by the Foreign Offic .(New Yor

telegram No. 168 reeetd o youoo

lO have meanwhile been considering what

attitude they are to adopt, and have

provisionally decided on a reply on the

nes othe draft rentained iny

immediately following telegram. This.

draft has been prepared on the

assumption that when it is sent the

sentences will still not have been

confirmed b the General Qffioe

Comnding. If however onfiraat ha

by that time been-given, the draft Pan

b e s u i t a b l y am e n d e d . / 21L . 4T

I

- -
+; -n. rv ' r .~ ,c x=w, t . ;.r. - r c ,.r; -';e i .t=y-_a ya'h ... ,;.:.ua we r W, ;,," «, n rwr8at : !n'c ?.+ _xu=.a.. - w ,.,. aR wtp ~"r.

I Twit

.A .)



"' -

Tihe sttuiatton I , ~a~ A

been .oU1.±rued y eGene e

' .. -

r

,;

f <

,J

i,

Ja o

the 1"a, e before IN"t

- ar - -- r

e o i t ic a I soul.

not 5h to, e e naur
J

diso'egoni ~din ,whheeQ or n

= .- h p ogat . ~w.

t he rules o # px o'e u0e0of0%bTruiatO0 tp

ol des the a d ab ty before GouoiZ

retixt -s 0 d:-r' t4d aSa1Ut J~*~ft8o

.,tl~ ; r V~ of te dz u2terI4 uaflt

'h , , ! ti. a o h1 postiorn o1 . ls4

dthesia odions i't apo

ai h 6~Iite~ La*W o t rp~dt

Lnrat

. 4os e" 'pox Tonar~uo

uA~s4htb 0d 1 ne@78V t lt

log - . .d ! 7wl~ f,

- - J

"', 7

it

*f

1 o

./

.: ,

.

G".

hav

nO wan ~o~iarea oae& uon t d~IdO !oui

pro

SOwng to

jA t p
i
i
I

I

-t7

1

r T t

-p Au, neyp =et'~x n.+ +sCu & an xv t v~? o . A ~ - v. r .. , rr + -,_. , , *. .. ra m t q-,.- --. M . - . ... , , a , . Y- . . .

t,

,

I

. Quark

rn

d.1ired. tho

1"

81' 

.. a, 
.

oel

i

_ }_

ti.: _-

. -.

R.

. ! 

..

" f

i

', l .. 1 V

., -

.. ..v

r

i^[ a r:

'Jr

,- I



G i
FHLk

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and
retained by the authorised recipient and not

E .5468/6/31

Cypher/OTP

should be
passed onl.

WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE ] TO NEW YORK.

(To permanent United Kingdom Repre sentative to the
United Nations).

No. 1845

26th June 1947. 1. 9.20 p.m. 26th June 1947.

v v. V

IMPORTaNT.

GLNT.

Your telegram No.

This
been sent

and
by

1685.

the immediately
Colonial Office

following telegrwa have
to Jerusalem tonight.

[Begins].

Your telegram No. 1192.

UNSCOP Resolution.

I fully endorse the attitude you have adopted
in your discussion of this matter with the Chairman.

The text of the resolution has now been formally

received through the United Nations channel by the Foreign

Office (New York telegram No. 1685 repeated to you refers).

His Majesty's Government nave meanwhile been considering
what attitude they are to adopt, and have provisionally
decided on a reply on the lines of the draft contained
in my immediately following telegram. This draft has

been prepared on the assumption that. when it is sent

the sentences will still not have been confirmed by the

General Officer Commanding. If however confirmation
has by that time been given, the draft can be suitably
amended. Please deal with this point in your reply.

2. The situation may arise in which sentences have been

confirmed by the General Officer Commanding and you are

called upe ' to decide on the next step before His Majesty a

Government's reply to the Secretary General's communication

has been delivered. In those circumstances I should not

wish to interfere in any way. with your discretion in

deciding whether or not to intervene. /.......
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2.

5. It may help you to know tht rule 81 of
the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship
Council precludes the adaissability before
the Council of petitions directed against
judgements of coapetent courts of the
administering authority. Owing to the
exceptional position of Palestine and, the
special conditions of the appointment of
the Committee it is not proposed to cite
this rule in analogy in replying to the
Secretary General. It does however provide
an argument whih might be used if necessary
at a later stage should controversy continue.

4. I should welcome your early comments en
the draft in my immediately following t elegram.
Please reply by Monday at latest as it is
desired to refer to reply to Secretary General
in answering a Parliamentary question en this
subject on the 2nd July.

5. This tblegram and my immediately
succeeding telegram are being repeated to
Sir A. Cadogan in New York.

[Ends].

0
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Secretary, of State

My immed±'atrly p ng te

regarding .UN 3 r0 re t

i' text of proposed repY y

HMe have reoeiv d and nta

note of the resolution paa&ed b theUn

nations Special Ooiuttee on ealtine on

the 22nd June in regard to the three death

sintences pronounced by the Miitary

Court in Jortsaem on 16th June.

2. As the Committee ha h av, eady

been informed by the Palestine AuiritieB,

the death entenoes in question have not

yet been confirmed by the General Ottier

ommanding under Regulations 47 and 48 of

paletine Defenee (Emergen ) Regilations

1945, and are theretore still sud

If the sentences are confirmed by the

- General Oticer Comianding, it l vI then

be open, to the High onieioner fir

Pa8eatine to exercise, if he thinks ;Mt,

the Royal 2P gative og Pardon delegated

to him
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[This telegram
retained by the
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DIST 1 LIBUTON.

FROM FOREIGN OFF ICE TO N y' YORK.

(To Permanent United Kingdom Representative
United Nations).

No. 1846

26th June 1947. D. 9.55 p.m. 26th June 1947.

Svv

IMPORTANT.

GIANT.

M1y immediately preceding telegram.

Following is text of second Colonial
telegram.

Office

[Begins].

~iy immediately preceding telegram regarding UNSCOP
R>tSOLUJTION. Following is text of proposed reply:

His MIajesty's Government have received and taken note
of the resolution passed by the United Nations Special
Committee on Palestine on the 22nd June in regard to the
three death sentences pronounced by the Military Court in
Jerusalem on 16th June.

2. As the Committee have already been informed by the
Palestine Authorities, the death sentences in question have
not yet been confirmed by the General Officer Commanding
under Regulations 47 and 48 of Palestine Defence
(Emergency) Regulations 1945, and are, therefore, still
sub juice. If the sentences .are confirmed by the General
OfficerCommanding, it will then be open to the High
Commissioner for Palestine to exercise, if he thinks fit,
the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated to him by His
Majesty. It is the invariable practice of His Jajesty's
Government not to interfere with the High Commissioner's
discretion whether or not to exercise this prerogative.

As regards the resolution on the Palestine question

/adopted.....
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2.

adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations en 18th May, to which the Committee
refers, His Majesty's Government interpret
this resolution as applying to nation
calculated to disturb the peace in Palestine;they cannot admit its relevanc, to the norMalprocesses of the administration of justice
there.

4. His Majesty's Government tiave informed
the High Comissioner for Palestine of thecontents of the Secretary General' s
communication of the 23rd June to Hip
Majesty's Government and of the terms of
their reply.

[Ends).
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[This telegram is of par ticular secrecy and should be
retained b the authorized recipient and not passed on]
oWiOideutRDORQ TION DITRIBUTION

Cyph-e/CL

OFFICE TO YORI

(To Permanent

me.1947,

United Kin D elegation
Nations)

to the United

D. 9.45 p.m. 28th Jue,1947.

Q Q Q
AM DIATE

My telegram No.1846 [Palestine].

High Commissioner approves text. Please therefore
coimnicate it to the Secretary General, and, inform
me of the date and time at which this is done, repeating
your telegram to Jerusalem.
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Despatched M.

The following may be of use to you in

answering enquiries.

(2) The United Nations Committe now in

Palestine was approached by relatives of three

Jews condemned to death by a Military, Court for

participation in an attach on Acre Prison on

'he 4th May. The Committee adopted the follow-

Ong resolution:-

"In view of fact that majority of

members of Committee have, expressed concern

as to possible unfavorable repercussions that

execution of three death sentences pronounced

y military court of Jerusalem June 16th day on

Which committee held its first meeting in

Jerusalem might have upon fulfilment of the

task with which General Assembly h

the committee an4*onsidering the o

members as to the scope of the res

Palestine question adopted on May

General Assembly. The Committee

the Chairman communicate to the Se

General a copy of this resolution

as entrust

pinion of

olut ion ofi

15th 19471

resolves t

cretary-

and of the

ed

such

Lthe

by th4

hat

letter received from the relatives of the

condemned persons for transmission to the

mendatory power".

(3) The Committees resolution was

communicated to His Majesty's Government by

the Secretary General. Text of rep y

follows:-

S

Z

I-

m

O

0

z

""

0

(6

Cit

(0

Q)

E
0
to

0

cDI

ArP'W.

i



"His Majesty's Government have

received and taken note of the resolution

passed by the United Nations Special

Committee on Palestine on the 22nd June in

regard to the three death sentences -

pronounced by the Military Court in

Jerusalem on 16th June.

(2) As the Committee have already been

informed by the Palestine Authorities, the

death sentences in question have not yet
Z

been confirmed by the General Officer

Commanding under Regulations 47 and. 48 of

Palestine Defence (Emergency) Regulations

1945, and are, therefore, still sub ;udice.

If the sentences are confirmed by the Z

General Officer Commanding, it will then be W

open to the High Commissioner for Palestine

to. exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal

Prerogative of Pardon delegated to him by

His Majesty. It is the invariable practice O

of His Majesty's Government not to interfere
z

with the High Commissioner's discretion

whether or not to exercise this prerogative. Oz
(3) As regards the resolution on the

Palestine question adopted by the General

Assembly of the United Nations on 15th, May,

to which the Committee refers, His Majesty's

Government interpret this resolution as -

applying to action calculated to disturb the

peace in Palestine; they cannot admit its

relevance to the normal processes of the

administration of justice there.

(4) His Majesty's Government have informed

the High Commissioner for Palestine of the

contents/



of the Secretary

of the 23rd June to His Majesty's

and of the terms of their reply".

Government
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The following may be
enquiries.

of use to you in answering

(2) The United Nations Camittee now in
Palestine was approached by relatives of three

ondasmed to death by a Military Court for'
participation in an attack on Acre Prison *n tI
May, The Commuiittee adopted the following re

Jews

he 4th
lution:-

"In view of fact that majority of members of
Cmiuttee have expressed concern as to possible
unfavourable roperoussiens that execution of three
death eentences prnunced by milit court of
Jssalam Jue 16th day on which a ttee held its
first meeting in Jerusalem 4it have upn fufil mt

of the task with whiih General Assmbly has entrusted
the somittee and considering the .pi .e n of such
members as to the sOpe of the re nton n the
Palestine question Adpted en May 15th 1947 by the
aneral Assably, The Committee resolves that the

Chainran acomunicate to the Seretary- General a
of this resolution and of the letter received frm e

relativs of the condemed persons for transmission
to the mendatory power". /(S)
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(5) The Comm.tteo's resolution was oeamunicated
to His Majestyt s Gevernment by the Secretary General.
Text of reply,,dated the 50th June, fellows:-

"His Majesty's £Government have received and taken
note of the resolution passed by the United Nations
special C1mmittee on Palestine en the 22nd June in
regard to the three death sentence pronounced by the

ilitary Court in JeIale0 on 16h June,

(2) As the Cammittee have already been informed
by the Palestine Authorities, the death sentences

in question have not yet been confirmed by the General
Officer Osumanding under Regulations 47 and 48 of
Palestine Defence (Emergency) Re glations 1945, and are,
therefore, stil s a . If the sentences are
confirmed by thener Officer Comanding, it will
then be open to the High Camissioner for Palestine
to exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal
of Pardon de1egated to him by His Majesty. 'r is the
invariable practice of His Majesty's Government not to
interfere with the High Comissioner' s discretion
whether or not to exercise this prerogative.

(5) As regards the resolution on the Palestine
question adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on 15th, May, to which the Committee refers,
His Majesty's Government interpret this resolution as
applying to action caloulatedts disturb the peace in
Palestine; they cannot admit its relevance to the
neraal processes of the aiatastration of justice there.

(4) His Majesty' s Government have informed the
High Commissioner for Palestine of the contents of
the Secretary General'sa communication of the 23rd
June to His Majesty's Government and of the terms of
their reply."



UNITED N.AT IONS,
Department t Public Information

tess Division
Lake Success Nassau County, New York FO EIGN OFFIE

Press Release AL/53
1 July 1947

U.K. REPLY TO RESOLUTION OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE

The following is the text of the reply, dated 30 June, from Sir Alexander

Cadogan,. Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to the United Nations, to

the Secretary-General regarding the resolution adopted by the Special Committee on

Palestine:

"In reply to your letter No. 801-14-lO/AWC of June 23 enclosing :a telegram

from the Secretariat of the Special Committee on Palestine concerning certain 'death

sentences passed by the Military Court in Jerusalem, I have been instructed by myo*

Government to communicate to you the following:

"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have received and taken note

of the resolution passed by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine on ~

the 22nd June in regard to the three death sentences pronounced by the Military

Court,.in Jerusalem.on 16 June. I-

"As the Committee have already been informed by the Palestine authorities, the

death sentences in question have not yet been confirmed by the General Officer Com-

manding under Regulations 47 and 48 of the Palestine Defence (Emergency) Regula- C

tons 1945 and are therefore still sub ,judice. If the sentences are confirmed by
O

the General Officer Commanding, it will then be open to the High Commissioner for

Palestine to exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated

to him by His Majesty. It is the invariable practice of His Majesty's Government

not to interfere with the High Commissioner's discretion whether or not to exercise

this prerogatives

"As regards the resolution on the Palestine question adopted by the General

Assembly of the United Nations on 15th May, to which the Committee refers, His

Majesty's Government interpret this resolution as applying to action calculated to.

disturb the peace in Palestine; they cannot admit its relevance to the normal pro-

cess of the administration of justice there.

(NiORE)

1%



Press Release PAL/53
1 July 19476'b.

"His Majestyts

of the contents of

Government have informed the High Commissioner for Palestine

the Secretary-General's communication of 23rd June to His

Majesty's Government and of the terms of their reply."

"I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Alexander Cadogan"
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CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
JERUSALEM,

PALESTINE.

SECRET AND PERSONAL 
17th June, 1947.

My dear Martin,

I am dictating this hurriedly 
to catch the

mail as you will probably like to liave an account of the

opening of the UNO Committee's proceedings here.

When Sandstrom, Hoo and Robles 
arrived on

Saturday I met them, and it was clear that they hadveryskechyideas as to how to conduct 
the Committee's

work in Palestine and that they 
were really looking to

us to help them. They had an hour and a half's talk

th e High Commissioner that evening 
which was very

coialan ncouraging. On Sunday morning Sandstrom

and Robles came to call on me. and asked that 
we should

map out an itinerary for the Committee to consider the

following morning. This we did, and it was put to the

Committee without reference 
to the fact that it came

from us. The Chairman also ked on Sunday that we

should send somebody to meet the Committee on Monday

afternoon quite informally in order to show the Committee

their way about the Government evi dence. I readily

agreed to this on the understanding 
that it would be

an informal meeting, that there would 
be noquestion

of evidence and that only the 
members and their

alternates would be there. Sandstrom. said that he

intendedto have a similar informal meeting with the

Jewish Agency.

At his pressconference yesterday 
he got into

very deep water with a number of the newer correspondents
from America who have no t e ome havcig agreed t
to Palestine and was critciedfo havi s aledso
what was called a 'secret sessiofH as mmlseor
criticized in the morning by some of his Co ittee for

the same reasons. These criticisms found their

JnBway!

J.M. Martin, Esq. , C.B. , C.VO.2



way on to Hoo and Robles, and yesterday afternoon
there was general confusion and uncertainty. I
attended the afternoon meeting of the Committee with
alternates and what appeared to me to be a large
number of other people and answered questions for
over three hours, at the end of which the Committee
evidently felt fairly exhausted and proceeded in
part to dinner ag Government House, where the
general atmpsphere was pleasantly restored.

The position this morning is that the
Committee have not yet decided whether or not to hear
the Jewish Agency in public this afternoon. If they
decide on a public hearing I shall ask the Chairman
to make it clear that all that had been originally-

intended was an informal meeting similar to that of

yesterday, and that the meeting is not taking evidence.

4 From the above you will see that the Committee
is still very much in the teething stage.of procedural
difficulties. It also contains some obviously
unhelpful elements, particularly the Indian and the
Yugoslav delegates. At first sight I have the
impression that the Dutch and the Iranians are the
most likely to be helpful.

Clearly this Government has got and is
going to have a very bad overseas press for its
decision to give evidence only in camera. That is
understandable, and there are two points that might
be emphaised if the matter is raised in London. -
First, that the Government's evidence has in fact
been presented inviting and this is- public, and
secondly, that the only reason why individual
Government spokesmen cannot give their evidence in
public is that of their personal security as civil
servants.

I should perhaps add that we are all astounded at
the complete ignorance of the part of the Committee of
anything concerning Palestine. They indeed have a lot to
learn and I do not see how they are going to do it in so
short a time. When I had talked to them for three hours

I was reminded of the verse in the Snark which begins:

"The indictment had never been clearly expressed".
Yours sincerely,

(sgd. )H. L. GURNEY.
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Cypher (o.T.P.)

To PALESTINE (General 8ir A.

ROM 8, OF S. COLONIES 4

Sent 23rd Juno, 1947. 18.00

Cunningham)

hrs.

IMPOR TANT

No.1346 Secret.

Following fO Z' Gurney from Martin.

Most grateful for your letter of 17th
Conmittee's proceedings.

June about

2.
begins
would
Press

We should be glad if when formal hearing of evidence
brief daily reports could be telegraphed. These

be particularly useful for purposes of guidance to
and B.B.C. and for correcting misunderstandings.

3. Grateful if you would also arrange for a
by air .mail aC 3 copies of all communiques issued
Committee's Secretariat aid 'of any other documents
interest from that source. Ends.

despatch
by
of

Distributed to:-

Foreign Office Mr. t. Beeley.

I o x

U.N.O.

Begins.

- -|_ _Ji_-I_. -- -

s°
_

,rr

&
jr



1947

E
PALESTINE

F 5591

Registry
Number

FROM

}&57/ L4(< 9/

No.

Dated ^t-ft c(

Received
in Registry}

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

(Action
completed.)

(ind

Next Paper.

c ...

/ ~t

4'~t (187 gtAY

41<, 41i(( 7~

>64j

t (/

/0.

<
4°1,(('9If

(Minutes.)

~

If%

I

S.

A

a

~%4-

cra
oo

s:

Wt 24772/717 178S5 10/38 F.O.I'.

4L&VJ

a,:
wl

rA

-1±

- I I -

,a7

J

1

l U{

I

,Wcd< ..C/

I



..D,.
NJA

.. lair

Ge

D. 20th Jue 1947,10
R,.2Oth

21 30 hre

TiMIAT~IATE

Add-ese to -

Repeted WashingtolN No es p' P7

to OC in uC. an Aunbassd)2
at Amman No 907 and to Damasens by

Savings

g Laoig f.or Traford1 Smit ho

At about 'i i 00 hours this morni g m.a

ary discovrd a locked engineein hop Tel Aithi the,

~ er uetar around CitylB Houses in l vi

/military 
phermee tawoen were see to eape towards

On frcig th dors wo mn W ges eveledmachiner
the roof A search offthepro±e smrevealedl arms. At

on three floprs for m aufaof logod Pelimar
least~ 20 persons must have. hef Ren apung ere nde

repor 1 1deaa not yet available

/copaea7sent o

r4 s4N -1 1 -

e

I

I

w



Copies

Fore:
3

f' Research Dept,
Middle East

Private Sec etar7,

- Jr. C. WL. Baxtor
'- Mr. N. Butler.

- Dominions Intelig Ye Dept.
) Air Commodore K.C. Bu8sa

ecretariat)- Mr. D.A. Grezenhill 0
-- Major Gme A.J.C2 Pollo
.I.Mr. T.A. Rbobert8On.

Cabinet Offices. Gen. Sr L. Hollis
*' Grp. Capt. Stapleton*

a "- r. -T.A. G. Charltan.

Admi:al - hief f Naval Staff.
War )ff ie0 - C.I.Ge.31

M.I.3) ' - 1.*Col. W. 'Gore.
(MI.3aa) -Major Telfer S ollett.

Lt. Col. J.,. At k enson
Air f inisty - Chref of Air taff.
Mini -try of. Defense -Private Seoetry.

- Sir Henry Wilson Smith.
Pr~VI4te Seo.etary, o, 10 Downing Street.
J.A. . Pialott, Raq.,q Private Secretary to the

Lo::d President of the Coun.ilA

ok.o

I



PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

Group 0..0000 00 00 0

Class . . .. . . .

Piecd.

Following document(d retained in the

Department of origin under Section 3 (4)

of the Public Records Act, 1958

1~

'a

'i

KI

l0

0
A

5'
oo

a
AO

.m
0r

.Os
S,
.s

I



5642

~5 UJ

Registry
Number

FROM

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

,1 f

C.

f *.1 ic,

4-
7

/~ (
J7

/. TA'(/.

C -

Ic

/' /
, 7(L./ 1 o C ../

K~..

"1<
f

( j, /7
f /,

I //C

. y ,/

41 ~aK' %/\/I~///0,

Z4

Last Paper.

s s-?'2

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

(Action
completed.

(Inde .

NetPaper.

S-fAC'3

(Minutes.)

*74

32003 F.O.P

E F

'

'ibr

, - ;(

f

i
f

. .

,r

F r/.//(4

t.

t y'

9A470



9b

rp.Cj

Parliamentary Question
* 80. General Sir George Jeffreys,-To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, whether

he has sent instructions to the High Commissioner for Palestine to the effect that
law and order are to be maintained and terrorism stamped out; and what
representations have been received from the High Commissioner as to the measures
which he considers necessary for this purpose. [Wednesday 25th June.]
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PALESTINE
®RECEIVED IN C.B. Anti-Terrorist Measures

7. General Sir George Jeffreys asked the
271Secretary of State for the Colonies whether

S97 he has sent instructions to the High Com-
missioner for Palestine to the effect that

SI:NT TO DEP., law and order are to be maintained and
terrorism stamped out; and what repre-
sentations have been received from the

High Commissioner as to the measures
which he considers necessary for this
purpose.

Mr. Creech Jones: The High Commis-
sioner is well aware of the policy of -His
Majesty's Government, which is that every
effort should be made to maintain law and
order in Palestine and to suppress, law-
lessness and terrorism. He has indicated
that his existing instructions give him
all necessary latitude.

Sir G. Jeffreys: Is it not a fact that the
High Commissioner has recently intimated
that if the Armed Forces were allowed to
exert their full power against the whole
Jewish community, terrorism could be
eradicated in a very short time indeed?
In view of that fact, why is such autho-
rity not given to the High Commissioner?
Indeed, why are not orders given to him
to use the full power of the Army?

Mr. Creech Jones: There has been no
withholding of the necessary authority to
the High Commissioner in respect of the
representations he has made. Indeed, he
has always taken the view most strongly
that suppression of terrorism is not a
matter of military operations so much as
a matter of police work.

2 ~5 J 19?
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EASTERN

L
Parliamentary Question

U,
* 64. Mr. Lipson,--To askbthe Secretary of state for the Colonies, if he willmake a state-

ment on the failure of the'recent:attempt to blow up the British headquarters at

Tel Aviv when a Palestinian Jew9 Zeev Werber, sacrificed his life to save the lives of
800 British troops. [Wednesday 25th June.]
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Explosion, Tel'Aviv

14. Mr. Lipson asked the Secretary of
-- tate--.r-he Colonies if he will make a

RECE AVA~ni~n .n the failure of the recent
attempt to blow up the British headquar-
ters. at Tel Aviv when a Palestinian Jew,

/ Ja eri sacrificed his life to save
the lives of 3o British troops.

SEMI'TDr.ree Jones: Shortly after ii
o'clock on i th of June an explosion oc-
curred in th basement of a house near
the Military antonment in Citrus Houses

n investigation the body of
a young Jew was found at the opening of
a tunnel leading in the direction of Citrus
House. The tunnel was timbered and
construction must have been in progress
for some time. In the basement was a
chalked message in Hebrew, reading,
" The Hagana were here. We want you
by force not to carry out your evil inten-
tion. Signed, Hagana." Outside the
building was a vehicle loaded with cement
which had been removed without permis-
sion from the Municipal garage. It
appears that the Hagana had learnt that
an attempt by terrorists to blow up Citrus
House was in progress, and had decided
to frustrate it by blocking the entry to
the tunnel with cement. The entry had,
however, been booby trapped; and when

the leader of the Hagana party, identified
as Zeev Werber, the son of a municipal
employee in Tel Aviv, attempted to

enter, he was fatally wounded by an
explosion. His funeral in Tel Aviv the
next day was attended.by representatives
of the District Commissioner and of the

Superintendent of Police in recognition of

the fact that he had lost his life as a result
of action which had probably prevented

rI

a serious terrorist outrage"and consequent
British casualties.

Mr. Lipson: Is not co-operation on the
part of Hagana very much to be welcomed
in combating terrorism? May I ask
whether any. pension will be payable to
the dependents of this young Jew who
gave his life? Is the right hon. Gentle-
man also aware that in the first report
in " The Times " this man was described
as one of the terrorists? Fortunately,
the " Express " had the correct version.
Is it not rather unusual for the " Ex-
press " to be more correct than " The
Times "?

Mr. Creech Jones: I cannot answer the
last part of the question but it may be
that " The Times " misreported it. It
is a fact, of course, that Hagana has
played some limited part in trying to root
out terrorism and suppress this evil. I
must say that the British Government
would wish for a larger measure of co-
operation than has so far been forth-
coming.

Mr. Lipson: Will the right hon. Gentle-
man answer the part of my question
dealing with compensation?

Mr. Creech Jones: I should require
:E of that.

Squadron-Leader Fleming: May I ask
whether any steps are being taken to
recognise the gallantry of this young
Jew?

Mr. Creech Jones: That is a matter
for the Palestine Government. I confess
that we have not given consideration
to it.

w-

RECEIVED IN C.B.
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En Clair
~'t.

WORLD ORGANISATION
DISTRIBUTION.

FROM NW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFIC.
(Froma Permanent United Kingdom Representative

to the United Nations)

No. 1722.
27th June,1947.

Repeated

D. 11.42

R. 6.00

to Jerusalem,
Washington

p.m. 27th June

1.747.
p.m1. 27th June

1047.

(Sag -g-.

5 53
G~I i J.

1685.

Secretary-General

5662

information a telegram addressed to him by
sister

pleading

by bag.

of Jadob Weiss in Czechoslovakia

against execution. Copy follows
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K

at New York.
HIS Majesty's Permanent Delegatet to the U.N.

presents his compliments to H .M.P., S. 6f S. for F. A.
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned
documents.

British......Delegation.. ..the

.Un.ied.Nations.

New York.

.......... .. -Y. , 194.7. ....
Reference to previous correspondence:

N.Y. Telegram No. 1722 to the Foreign

Description of Enclosure. OfricO.

1ame and Date.

Uopy of letter to
'Secretary General,
United Nations from
Edith Weiss.

Subject.

Plea for brother
Jacob Weiss awaiting
execution in Palestine.

E

K JL ,

Conies sent to: Jerusalemi and Washington.
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COPY

Praha

Trygve Lie

General Secretary

United Nati ons New York.

As the only surviving relative 
of my brother Jakob Weiss who

is now awaiting execution in Jerusalem 
Military Prison I

implore that you urgently intervene 
obtain commutal death

sentence. Both our parents and six brothers sisters died 
in

Auschwitz's Gaschambers and the same was fate 
of rest our

family. My twenty-three years old brother is no criminal and

whatever he is accused of having done is still inseparable part

of very conflict UNO now trying solve. You as UNOts executive

are my only hope that I may not lose 
last relative I have in

world. To you I reiterate my desperate 
plea please intervene.

Edith Weiss Karlovy Vary Zeyorova 19



10, DOWNING STREET, S.W.1

PRIVATE SECRETARY

Th( to the

Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt

with in whatever manner is considered appropriate

by the Department concerned. It--r efes-to

-previustrmsynndeice which was forwarded to

...............................................

1. No acknowledgment has been sent from here.

2. A plain acknowledgment has bee from
here, adding that t unication has been
forwarde ur Department.

3. A copy of the acknowledgment whichhasjen
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WESTERN UNION
(THE WESTERN, UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY)

. iINCORPORATfDfiHE STATE OF NEW YORK. U.S.A.. WITH LIMITED LIABILITY.)

CABLEGRAM
ANGLO-AMERICAN TELEGRAPH CO., LD. CANADIAN NATIONAL TELEGRAPHS.

RECEIVED AT 5, NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, LONDON, W.C.2. (Tel. No. Whitehall 8332.)

CX15 BROOKLYNNY 28 (947 JJL 9 Aw 9 36

F NLT PR I ME MI NI STER AT TLE E LONDON

10 DOWNING

= URGE YOU TO

OF THREE

I NFL UENCE

JEWISH BOYS

CUNNINGHAM TO PREVENT

WHO DESERVE

EXCUTION

LI FE MORE THAN

KESSELRI NG AND NAZIS

= FRANCES NATHAN NAGLER

You may telephone us for a messenger

FORM No. 6B.
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f

Dear Department,

ri ti t i

R 0

JUL

t to the Holy See,

1E.

25th June 1947.

crespondent Of the "Tempo" reporin a message published in that newspaper on June
21st, a conversation sith an anonymous member ofthe United Nations Commission of Enquiry onPalestine. Although the latter said little, hedrew attention to Article 5 of the Resolution
passed by the United Nations General Assemblycalling upon the Special Committee to pay the
closest attention in Palestine to the religiousinterests of Judaism, Islam and Christianit
The ettlemt which the Committee .11 proposeto U.N.O. will therefore, he says, take also thinterests of Christianity into account and hespeculates upon the possibility of entrustingthe administration of the Holy City to the Vatican
By this means, not only would the Western World
keep a hand on the reins in the Middle East but
it would also create in a short time a sone whichwould be regarded as sacrosanct by international
public opinion; Rome would resume its/traditional
mediatory role between East and West, and carry)ut a specific balancing task in the Mediterranean
he correspondent 

concludes by saying that the;erms of reference of the Commission contemplate
Department , a /

eign Office.
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a possibility that Italy, through the Holy See,

may play a role of primary importance in the

settlement of the Palestinian. problem.

On June 22nd, the "Giornale d'Itali a", referring

to the above message, stated that the Vatican had

not only abstained from expressing its views on

the subject, but was in principle contrary

to any political and territorial commitments.

"All the nations that are members of U..N.0. have

now been invested with the Plestinian question;

will they #ay an acttfefomage to the Pope y

conferring on him in Jerusalem a moral authority

in keeping with the local situation? It is

difficult to gve a reply to the above question;

no doubt, it wlll not be the Vatican that will

take the first step". The "Giornale d'Italia"

concluded by referring to the increased diplomatic

activity of the Holy See in the Near East, as shown

by the creation of a Nunciatura in the Lebanon

and by the decisions)reported in the presstto

establish diplomatic relations with Greece OL'Tgye.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY.
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Secretary's 
Office,

Jerusalem,
Palestine.

RA __k_ 0 AL

24th June, 1947.

Dear Martin, uUU

As you will have learnt from the High Commissioner's
telegram No. 1203 of yesterday the expurgated edition
of the Scott memorandum is being presented to the
Committee this evening and will be released to the press
tomorrow morning, provided no objection is raised to this
procedure by the Committee. Enclosed are single copies
of the letter under which the memorandum will be presented
and of the memorandum itself. Ten additional copies of
the memorandum are being sent to you under separate cover.

Also enclosed is a suimary record of the Committee's
proceedings on the afternoon of the 17th June when
Shertok was before them for close on three hours. The
Committee's secretariat has been slow in producing document
during their first week and this summary was not available
until yesterday. They are now settling down in the
Y.M.C.A. and document production will no doubt be more
speedy in future.

I regret I am not yet able to send you a copy of the
summary record of the meeting held on the afternoon
of the 16th June when the Chief Secretary met the Committee
On the previous day the Chairman and Robles assured the Chi
Secretary, that the meeting would be quite informal and
that a summary record would be kept for their files in
three copies only. In the event a very inadequate and
inc orrec t

/record

J.M. Martin esg., C.B., C.V.O.,
The Colonial Office,

London



. 2.

record of the meeting was made and distributed
immediately to all the delegates and alternates,
with the inevitable result that the Pales tine
Post was able to get hold of a copy. See the
enclosed cutting from their issue of yester'n.
The corrected version is not yet ready; I will

-- send a copy as soon as I get it.

With reference to the High omrnissioner'ea
telegrams No. 1193 and 1195 on the subject of
death sentences you may care to see to-day's
headline and editorial in the Palestine Post;

--- out tings attached.

Sets of the records of the public hearings
before the Arglo-American Commit tee in Jerusalem
in March last year have now been printed in the
Government press and made available to the Com-
mittee in sufficient quantities for distribution
to all delegates and alternates for reading before
they begin their own public hearings. Oopies are
also being made available to press representatives.
One set is enclosed with this letter. You will
no doubt let me know if you wish to have any more.

I learn to-day from Bunche that the Com-
mittee is unlikely to ask this Government to give
any oral evidence and that, unless a request to
be heard in oral evidence is received by the 5th
July (the date line fixed by the Commi t t ee for
applications for hearings), they will make no
arrangements to hear Government spokesmen. This
is a matter which the High Commissioner is con-
sidering personally at the moment in the light
of the possibility that the Government oase might
go by default if no evidence is offered, but it
is now quite clear that any such evidence would
have to be given in public. The Committee's



gz.

present intention is to start public hearings on
Friday 4th July, resuming on Monday 7th July; to
hear the Jewish Agency first (the Agency have asked
for 3i days to present their case) and then to
hear Dr. Weismann in his personal capacity.
Apparently Weizmann wrote a letter to the Chairman
in his own hand a week or so ago saying that he
wished to give evidence as an individual and not
on behalf of any organization; this letter,
Bunche tells me, came to light only yesterday
amongst a mass of other papers, just before the
Chairman and three other members were leaving for
Rehovot to lunch with Weizmann.

The insistence of the Committee on under-
taking all their official tours in one party is
naturally not conducive to close contacts and is
having the effect of discouraging Arabs who might
otherwise have been prepared to come forward and
discuss at least local affairs with small groups
of Committee members. The Committee are followed
everywhere by a hoard of press representatives and
photographers and s ome of the members themselves have
coampla ined that they have been unable to have even
a brief exchange of words with any resident of
Palestine without one or more pressmen taking a
verbatim record of what is said. Moreover, the
Committee's own reputation as a body of high
internati onal standing is not enhanced in the eyes
of the less discerning of the local population by
their being accompanied by men, some in their
braces and eyeshades and others wearing pink base-
ball caps, and by women in rather scanty clothing.

The Yugoslavs now have a party of nine,
shortly, I understand, to be increased to ten;
it includes two press attaches. The. Indians are

making
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making themselves very unpopular, even with other

delegations, by their outspoken criticism of
Zionism .and of everything Jewish; the junior
members of the delegation are reported as even
having been bold enough to taunt representatives
of the American Zionist Press.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd.) D.C. MacGilliVraY.

Since writing the above I have seen your

telegram No.1346 af the 23rd June. I will see
that three copies of commmiques and other
documents issued by the U.N.S.C.O.P. secretariat
are sent to you by air as soon as we can get
hold of them.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

..-,a :yl%:t,'-^ ;- ','sr:.k c+ 6 fri^rfs 'N!,..,"

TO PALESTM1E

I

(Gen. Sf:IA i ngh)

FROM O, COLONIES

sent 26th June, 1947 16.5 hre.

No. 1376

Your telegram No. 1203.

Government Report to U. N.S.C).o.P.

Great interest has been .hown both here and in
U. S. A, in report submitted to U. N. s. C. 0.P. by Palestine
Government which has rceied good Press here* B.1.. New
York have asked urgently for copies.

2. Grateful, therefore,
could be sent by air route to

it 100 ( epeat 100) copies

British Information Services,
30 Rockefeller Plaza,

JNew York 20.

and 12 (repeat 12) copies could be sent by air bag for
American Information Department, Foreign Off ice.

3o Cost
Foreign Office.

of reports and freight is chargeable

40-Constant demand also from Press and public
may be expected here. Grateful to know it report has been
placed on aa2e In Jerusalem and i" copies could be made
available as soon as possible-for sale by Crown Agents in
London.

5. I note that you are
would be grateful if a total of 5
be suplied for official use here
Copies 80e1 -oci~ 

~~ ~
iForeign Office
Crokn Agents for the colonies.

sending copies to me
0 (repeat 50) copIes

and
could

Mr. Be ley.

56/15r1/47

En Clo8i

1/'.

to

W~w ~ ~ -~w~f~~

VA
s , S,.i

.1
. ,.
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pggyj PAIgstjI (Geon Sir A, Ounningham)

TO 8s. OFaI- 2M-1CO-N a.

D. 27th Jn, 1947.
R. 27th " 216.30 hrs.

No. i237.

Your telegam No. 1376.

Copies of memorandta are being sent
today by aiw in numbers requested to B.I.S. New
York' and A.I.DO Poreign Office.

2. Five hundred eopies of memoand were
put on sale here yesterday at 50 idle per copy.

Owing to local demand, printing of
further two thousand copies is being put in hand
at once. Copies can be made available for salt
by Crown Agents, Please telegraph number
required

3. Ten copies were sent Pesterday by a
to .a.dn for official use, . Further fifty
cop ies follow today.

4. Off icial translations into ebrew and
ab e D1oawbgag +lea e-|tat 93.J!%!*
Siop r ot-

orale M Beeleyt
ro .ge n1 aor the Colonis0
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Dominions

F Downing
1

Office,

Street.

June, 1947.
F. 2780/

Dear Beith,

U liL.

7/ ,

from New
letter fr
the subject

I am writing in connection with F.O. telegram
York to Foreign Office, which gives the text o:
om the Secretary General to the United Nations

of the death sentences
their participation in an attack

passed
on Acre

1685
fa

on
on three Jews for

prison.

In view
in this matter,
Dominion Governor
information

of direct Canadian
we should wish, if pc
ients of our attitude

reaching
or through the press.
therefore, we should
position

and Australian
possible,

in advan
them through United Nati

If you
be glad i

see no objection
f you would putt

to inform Dominion Governments
reply at the time that instructions
New York.

interest
to not ify t.
ice of this
on channels

he

to this course,
us in a

of the nature
are despatched to

of our

I am sending
at the Colonial Office.

a copy of this letter to Matthieson

Yours sincerely,

J. G. S. BEITH, ESQ.

Foreign Office.

Y"
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Any telegraphic retransmission of this secret
telegram must be prepared in a one-time s)

PV

OUTWARD TELEGRAM FROM DOMINIONS OFFICE
.,

F. 2780/4 5
CYPHER (PUBLEX)

"With the (omphments of theis
id er m A teary l i3Lat e for~ D nui n i a

;o . u

CANADA
AUSTRALIA
NEW ZEALAND
SOUTH AFRICA

(GovT.)
s,

D. No. 562

(Sen..t 9..20 p.m. 28th June,.

SECRET.

PALESTINE

We have received from Secretary
of letter addressed to Chairman of Un
on Palestine from relatives of three
military court in Jerusalem for parti
prison, together with text of resolut
nine voters to one, with one abstenti

General to United Nations copy
;ted Nations Special Committee
Jews sentenced to death by
cipation in att ck on Acre
ion of Committee decided* by -
on, as follows. Begins.

"In view of fact
expressed concern as

that majority of
to possible unfav

execution of three death sentences
Jerusalem June 16th day on which c
in Jerusalem might hve upon fulfi
General Assembly has entrusted the
opinion of such members as to the
Palestine question adopted on T"ay
(Document A.309 11), the Committee
communicate to the Secretary-Gener
of the letter received from the re
for transmission to the mandatory

members
ourr?ble

pronounced
committee
lment of

committe
scope of
15th 1947
resolves

al a copy
natives
power".

o

of Committee have
repercussions that
by military court of

held its first meeting
the t'sk with which
e end considerifi the
the resolution of the
by the General Assembly
that the Chairman
of this resolution and

f the -ndemned persons
Ends

Letter
Government

requests
in order

Committee
to procure

to use its good offices with Palestine
commutation of death sentences.

2. Following is gist of reply which
Representative to United Nations hasI
to Secretary General. Begins.

His Majesty's
and taken note ofJ

United Kingdom Permanent
been instructed to communicate

Government in United Kingdom have received
resolution.

As Committee have already been informed by Palestine authorities,

death sentences in question have -not yet been confirmed by General

Officer Commanding and are, therefore, still sub udice, If sentence

are confirmed by General Officer Commanding, it will then be open to

High Commissioner for Palestine to exercise, if, he thinks fit, Royal

Prerogative of Pardon delegated to him by His Majesty. It is

invariable practice of His Majesty's Government in United Kingdom

not to interfere'with High Commissioner's discretion whether or not

to exercise this prerogative.

As regards resolution on Palestine question adopted by General

Assembly of United Nations on 15th ' ay, to which Committee refers,

His Majesty's Government in United Kingdom interpret this resolution

as applying to action calculated to disturb peace in Palestine; the

cannot admit its relevance to normal processes of administration

of justice there.
His/

SPECIAL

TO:

O.D.

1947.)

I

>

,_ -

: /

qo

EVDXED
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His Tajesty's Government in
High Commissioner for Palestine
General's communication of 23rd
Government in United Kingdom .nd
Ends.

Copy to:-
Foreign Office

Colonial Office

United King dom hve informed
of contents of. Scecret-ry
June to Mis ;a.jcsty's
of terms of their reply.
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Code R DEPARTMENT&L NO.1

FROM CARACAS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir G. Ogilvie
No. 253_

Forbes.
D. 4.25 p.m. 28th June, 5760

28th June, 1947 R.12.55 a. '. 29th June,
~'v 40 1~p

1947, uUL

Your telegram Xo.226.-
Please send by air bag soon as possible 6 copies of

White Paper, Palestine number one, 1947, and of the text
of General public statements, Section 1 of February 18th
and February 25th.
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8ont 25th Juneto1947c 22.3i h-sv

Noo 1374

ollowing or MaiG±ivr frm
Begin.

whbat is present estimate of probable
ate of committee's arrival in Genea? l eas.

keep us inom by telegram of their future
plan as these bece more d inste We alIl
o cour also be glad to have as soon as

possible anyinioations of nature of evdence
they are likely to request fro representative

Copy ?ent to:-

Foreign Oice

y .v,1 r.

Fr .

! .Y 1

S

&,4. :: .

sy 
^

3

F,

a

'N u



IURD TB (GRAN

Cypher (O-TP.) 3 YJ 4 17

FROM PALS (Gen. Sir A. Gunningham)

T0.O48.G1COLNEBS.

D. 29th June, 19470
R. 29th 16. 25 hro,

No.. 124- secret,

Your telegram No. 13744

Following f or Martin f rom MaGilli vray. Begins

Public hearings will begin on Friday 4thu f. uy ith
evidence of the Jewish Agency which will be caontZinued on
Sunday 6th July and 7th Julys Weizmann will p. by be ea r
in personal capacity on 9th July and will be followed o.
subsequent days by other Jewish organization andinv
and r epreetatives of Christian Chiur chess Itis aniciWpa ted
by Robles that public hearings cannot be conclude e
20th Julyo

2, There hs as yet been no d ikn the
Committee as to their prodedure ona cocluion ofpbi
hearings in Pa.estine A fcw o7f the members a r
the view that the report sh uld be written in 2ew York but

it 1.$ assmed by the Sere tariat and by the ma jorit y t s.
members that they will. go to Geneva, The Secreti ha
fact, askeCd the Secetary General~ to :geserve acomdaina
oGenevaas fro~m 20th Jly, I une.rtand tha Cmmttee memers1i
have not been ~informed of hi

3, The questica.s of visits to Camp's in Europe andypu
and t o neighabouring Arab States ae. not ye t been ralidiscussed by the Committee, and , gained the impession tat
the Chirman would prefer not to uderta any such visits
and is dlbately evading these issues until. the~ time factorules them 

-out.So far a-aIam awarerinviti oii
Tr cas-Jorda (see Aman's egram to the Forign f.ice5o 398 of 24.th June) has. n.ot" yet been pux h5foe the
Cozrrittee. Ende

Coie' etto= Fore ign Of f ice ~-Mr c satsa.r -. ._ -_..,.. ,.'zs~w..-va uc<: vs :r .ee1% z.. m .xsc...K LE~en-. _______.,.., ..
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VAN VLOTEN
NIEUWSTEEG 5 -

LEIDEN -TE EF. 25679

NEDERLAND Leyden, June 30th, 1947.

To the FWEIGN OFFICE,
Information Section,

'"""- E 5842

Dear Sirs, 4 JUL

At the British Embassy Information
Service in the Hague I read a very interesting
stencilled report on the relations between
Great-Britain and Palestine, quotation:

id NoQR 1347 - Date: 27-3-47.

I should be very thankful if it was
possible to obtain a copy of this report, as
I am preparing a lecture hn this subject.

I hope it is not immodest to ask this.
I thank you in anticipation for your willingness,
and remain

Yours faithfully,
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ACKNOWLEDGED.

JUL 1947
32,9

L

i::~t.Iiori.r ses

Victoria Street,

0 UONDON' T. S, W, 1.

July, 19 47>

Foreign Office,
Wiehall,

SW.Fl.

Bevin, P .,"p.'.

+00i

I(

Dear 3evin,

/

PiwCl--,I
4 J'JL)

28th May
I had quo
was so do
the conte
the 26th

On re-reading my letter
last v eek it suddenly occ
ted Deck CJrossman.r without
ing. Accordingly I wrote
its of my letter to you a
June he explains that his

to you of the
urred to me that
te lling him I
to tell him of

nd in reply dated
whole effort

was to impress Jen.l with the fact that if the Arabs
forced Britain to chose between American and Arab
friendship, in his view, whether it was moral or
immoral, Britain would chose America e refers
to a chapter headed 'IJerusalem' in his book
'Palestine Mission' which has a full account of his
conversation with Husseini. he asks that I should
draw vyo ur attent ion to this passage .

Yours sincerely,

R. STOKES.

10

.,,7

101
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PALESTINE

MR CROSSMAN P9JEMAL HUSSEINI

SECRETARY OF STATE. You will remember that Mr. Stokes

wrote to you recently reporting Jemal Husseini's version

of a conversation which he had had with Mr. Crossman on the

motives of British policy in Palestine. Mr. Stokes

subsequently wrote a second letter to say that he had

informed Mr. Grossman of his earlier report to you, and that

Mr. Crossman had asked him to draw your attention to his own

(very similar) account of the same conversation with Jemal

Husseini. This is contained in Mr. Crossman's book

Palestine Mission", page 146, as follows:

"Over a really monumental dinner we got down to business.

I think that we both said exactly wha

about the attitude and the problems o

Finally, over coffee, Jemal summed up

roughly like this: "I appreciate that

been greatly weakened by the war and

American support to keep your Empire

understand your economic difficulties

for the loan. In the immediate futu

adopt a policy which ensures American

expect you and your Government for th

the Zionists. In

occupation: I am no

I shall always hope

American assistance

old friendship with

t

f

h

y

th

to

a

re

s

we thought was tr

our two peoples.

is conclusions

our country has

at you will need

gether. I fully

nd your need

you wil

upport,

1 have

and I

ue

to

is reason to back

that case I shall return to my.old

t unhappy as a guerilla fighter. But

that when your immediate need of

is over, you will return to your

the Arabs. Meanwhile, you will not

expect us to refuse help from any quarter."

I said that I didn't accept his analysis in full,

but/

1



but I did want him

as to compel us to

myself as a realist

should the Arabs fo

they compromise and

I haven't the least

5y0.

to see one thing. If Arab policy was so inept

choose between American and Arab friendship,

would have to choose American. But why

rce us to make this choice? Why shouldn't

I accept the 100,000? Jemal didn't reply, and

idea whether my remarks had any effect."
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183
at New Yo

HIS Majesty's Permanent Delegate to the U.N.

presents his compliments to )/, H. R .. . .

and has the honour to transmit to him he nder-mentioned

documents.

British.........e at-i- .- the

..... A...New.York .4 .., 1947..

Reference to previous correspondence:

Description of En osure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Correspondence between
U.K. Delegation and
Secretary-General U.N.

Resolution by Special
Committee in Palestine on
death sentences.

5863

Copies sent to ?!as ingt nl.,Je usalehn

.49 [31211] (8

rk.

1o&
-

.

.000

,- I' - ,

. .. , z

3479A [31211] (8)
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COPY FOR U.N.DEPARTMENT, FOREIGN OFFICE.

30th June, 1947.

Sir,

In reply to your letter No.01a-14-10/AWC of June 23rd
enclosing a telegram from the Secretariat of the Special Committee on
Palestine concerning certain death sentences passed by the Military Court
in Jerusalem, I have been instructed by my Govern ent to communicate to
you the following:

His rajest'rts Governaant in the United kingdom have received and taken
note of the resolution passed by the United Nations Special Committee on

al.estine on the 22nd June in regard to the three death sentences pronounced
by the Military Court in Jerusalem on 16th June.

As the Committee have already been informed by the Paleitlne
authorities, the death sentences in question have not yet been confirmed
by the General Officer Commanding under Regulations 47 and 46 of the
Palestine Defence (Emergency) Regulations 1945 and are therefore still

.Jud . If the sentences are confirmed by the General Officer
Commanding, it will then be open to the High Commissioner for ?alestine to
exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated to
him by His Majesty. It is the invariable practice of His Majesty's
Government not to interfere with the High Commissioner'd discretion whether
or not to exercise this prerogative.

As regards the resolution on the Palestine question adopted by the
General Assembly of the United Nations on 15th M4ay, to which the Committee
refers, His Majesty's Government interpret this resolution as applying to
action calculated to disturb the peace in Palestine; they cannot admit its
relevance to the normal processes of the administration of justice there.

His aajesty's Government have informed the High Commissioner for
Palestine of the contents of the Soretary-General's communication of 23rd
June to His Majesty's Government and of the terms of their reply.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Exellenoy's obedient servant,

His E xcelleny Mr.Trygve Lie



410
cOPY.

UNIrTED NATIONS, LAKE SUCCESS.

30 June 1947.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of your letter dated 30 June 1947 in reference 
to the

telegram from the Secretariat of the Special Committee

on Palestine concerning certain death sentences passed

by the Military Court in Jerusalem.

I wish to inform you that a copy of your reply

has been forwarded to the Secretariat of the Special Com-

mittee for the information or the Chairman.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

TRYGVE LIE

Secretary-General.

The Right Hon.Sir Alexander Cadogan,

Representative of the United Kingdom to

the United Nat ions.

.4
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Colonial Office,
Downing Street,
5.W. 1.

75872/154/47.

gfl

July 4, 1947.,
3

5 1'

Under reference E.5047/46/31 of the
25th June we received from the Foreign
Office a copy of Sil' Alexander Cadogan's
despatch no. 160 confidential of the
7th June, enclosing a copy of"'our report
on the Special Assembly. We should-be
grateful if you would supply a further
copy of the despatch and its enclosure
to be sent to the High Commissioner for
his information, unless, of course, while
in New York you provide MacGillivray with
a copy of the report.

(W.A.C0.. iathieson)

H. BEELEY,

119
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Cypher OTP 7 P 'LE

FRO 4SHINGJOp TO FO1&UN OFFICE

Mr. Balfour

2nd July 19.7.

D. 6.26 p.m. 2nd July 191.7

R. 12.55 a.m. 3rd July 197.

Repeated to Jerusalem

rrrr

I have received a letter text of which follows by
bag, from representative Emsne1 Cller askinr g me to
intervene over question of three terrorist nder
sentence of death for their attack on Acre Prison.

2. In my replyI have told Mr. COeller that this
is not a matter in w h I can intervene but that I
have complied with his request ito forward text of his
letter to His Majesty's Govenrnent.

jolt
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86. Mr. Thomas Reid;-Jo ask the Secret y of .Ste f t i O lbies what fs61ution he,
received from the U.N.O Commissio ' now sitting in Pales1ine,, regardi g ther trilt i#
tie Yalestinian courts of certain terrorists on a capital charge while the subject of the
resolution was sub judice ; and whaoon was: taken by the Palestinian Government
in this matter. [Wednesdcay 2nd July.}
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PALESTINE
Terrorists (U.N.O. Commission's

Resolution)
8o. Mr. T. Reid asked the Secretary

of State for the Colonies what resolution
he received from the U.N.O. Commission
now sitting in Palestine, regarding the
trial in the Palestinian courts of certain
terrorists on a capital charge while the
subject of the resolution was sub judice;
and what action was taken by the Pales-
tinian Government in this matter.

Mr. Creech Jones: The resolution to
which my hon. Friend refers was passed
by the United Nations Special Committee
on Palestine on 22nd June in Jerusalem
in the following terms:

" In view of the fact that the majority of
the members of the Committee have expressed
concern as to the possible unfavourable reper-
cussions that execution of three death sen-
tences pronounced by the Military Court of
Jerusalem on 16th June, the day on which
the Committee held its first meeting in Jerusa-
lem, might have upon the fulfilment of the
task which the General Assembly has en-
trusted the Committee; and considering the
opinion of such members as to the scope of the
resolution on the Palestine question adopted
on 15th May, 1947, by the General Assembly:
the Committee resolves that the Chairman
communicate to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations a copy of this resolution and
of the letter received from the relatives of
the condemned persons for transmission to
the Mandatory Power."

The Committee's resolution was com-
municated to His Majesty's Government
by .the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. The reply of His Majesty's
Government, which was communicated to
the Secretary-General by Sir Alexander
Cadogan on 30th June, is as follows:

" His Majesty's Government have received
and taken note of the resolution passed by
the United Nations Special Committtee on
Palestine on 22nd June in regard to the three
death sentences pronounced by the Military

Court in Jerusalem on 16th June.
(2) As the Committee have already been

informed by the Palestine Authorities, the
death sentences in question have not yet been
confirmed by the General Officer Commanding
under Regulations 47 and 48 of Palestine De-
fence (Emergency) Regulations, 1945, and are,
therefore, still sub judice. If the sentences
are confirmed by the General Officer Com-
manding, it will then be open to the High
Commissioner for Palestine to exercise, if he
thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon
delegated to him by His Majesty. It is the
invariable practice of His Majesty's Govern-
ment not to interfere with the High Com-
missioner's discretion whether or not to exer-
cise this prerogative.

(3) As regards the resolution on the Pales-
tine question adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations on 15th May, to which
the Committee refers, His Majesty's Govern-
ment interpret this resolution as applying to
action calculated to disturb the peace in Pales-
tine; they cannot admit its relevance to the
normal processes of the administration of
justice there.

(4) His Majesty's Government have in
formed the High Commissioner for Palestine
of the contents of the Secretary-General's com-
munication of the 23rd June to His Majesty's
Government and of the terms of their reply."

As the resolution was not addressed to
the Government of Palestine the action of
that Government was confined to a letter
from the Chief Secretary to the Princi-
pal Secretary of the Committee which
pointed out that the death sentences in
question have not yet been confirmed and
that the matter was therefore still s
judice. This action was taken it appear cSECEIVED IN C.B.
from the terns of the Committee's resol -
tion that they were not aware of the le 1
position. The Chief Secretary's letter al o
referred to the mention, in the resolutio ,_
of 16th June as the day on which t e ,NT TO DEPT.
Committee held its first meeting
Jerusalem and concluded as follows:

It is, presumably, not suggest
that the Court pronounced sentence on t
day otherwise than in the ordinary course
judicial process. There would, of course, be
no truth in any such suggestion."


